
 

 

Scholar writes new book that the explores the 1968 Medal Stand 
Protest and the Hidden Protest Narratives of Black Athletes 

 

More Than Icons and Images by Dr. Clyde Posley, Jr. is now available on Amazon. 

 

Indianapolis, IN, October 12, 2018 – As the world looked on, Tommie Smith and John Carlos 

took their positions on the 1968 Olympic medal stand and ushered in one of the most iconic 

images in American cultural history. Whereas many Americans have seen the black gloved fists 

and the perfectly raised arms, very few know the complex stories behind the iconic image. 

 

In More Than Icons and Images: Uncovering the Hidden Protest Narrative of the Black 

American Athlete in the 21st Century, scholar and social justice activist, Dr. Clyde Posley, Jr., 

takes an in-depth look at the cultural climate, political infrastructures and historical meta-

narratives that created fertile ground for Smith’s and Carlos’ protest on the sport’s world most 

prestigious stage.   

 

Using the 50th Anniversary as a springboard for a larger discussion about the intersectionality of 

race, gender, culture and sports, More than Icons and Images also explores the “Take a Knee” 

movement and the implications of “shut up and dribble.” Dr. Posley draws from interviews, 

primary documents, and untold stories to write a captivating and groundbreaking book that sheds 

a new light on the role that athletes have played in shaping American politics, culture, and 

history.   

 

From scholars and sports fans to college students, men’s groups, and athletes alike, More than 

Icons and Images raises poignant questions and serves as a much overdue conversation-starter 

about America’s obsession with race and sports.  What Hidden Figures did for STEM education, 

More than Icons and Images is sure to do for the sports world. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

About Dr. Clyde Posley, Jr. 

 

Dr. Clyde Posley, Jr. is a social scientist and Senior Pastor at 

Antioch Baptist Church in Indianapolis, IN. A sought-after 

instructor, conference speaker and panelist, he has worked as an 

adjunct professor and visiting Social Science lecturer at a 

number of universities across America. Dr. Posley earned a 

Ph.D. in interdisciplinary studies from Union Institute and 

University in Cincinnati, OH.  

 

His research interests often examine how Black male athletes 

have used their platforms and voices as agents of change. His 

opinion is often sought after by media outlets, including radio, 

print and digital. When he’s not preaching and teaching, Dr. 

Posley is actively involved in social justice issues. He is also a 

proud husband and the father of four adult children and one 

grandson. 
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